Two cases of chronic graft-versus-host disease with elevated levels of soluble Fas ligand in serum.
It has recently been shown that the Fas-Fas ligand (FasL) system may be one of the pathogeneses for acute graft-versus-host disease (GVHD), and it has been reported that serum soluble Fas ligand (sFasL) increases with the presence of acute GVHD. However, there is no report on a correlation between the Fas-FasL system and chronic GVHD. We present two cases of chronic GVHD with elevated levels of serum sFasL. Its level in each case was high at the onset of chronic GVHD, but it decreased with steroid therapy. Liver dysfunction also improved as the level of serum sFasL decreased. It appears in these cases that the Fas-FasL system was related to the pathogenesis of liver damage.